
Table 7     

Mpumalanga Rail Freight Annual Tonnage by Area and Commodity - 2008
	Machadodorp – Ermelo Section
(Traffic in both directions)

	Notes in respect of table contents: The railway traffic details that appear in this table cover all commodities that move over the Machadodorp – Ermelo secondary arterial route. Significant volumes of traffic are generated by the various branch lines along the Maputo Corridor including forestry and mineral traffic which flow over this line which provides a link with the coal line.

Forestry traffic is generated on the Barberton, Graskop,,Steelpoort and Lothair branches although recent forest fires in the east have destroyed many large plantations and this has reduced annual tonnages, a fact that will negatively affect traffic volumes for up to 25 years. Forestry traffic from the Lothair branch (between Machadodorp and Ermelo) flows into the Richards Bay Coal Line and the Maputo Corridor as well. As with other branch lines traffic details are included in both main line sections but using brackets (   ) so as not to double-count originating traffic totals.     

This table details Intrastate traffic forwarded from or received at specific stations within the province but not necessarily on the same line. Certain traffic originating at points beyond Machadodorp and received at Richards Bay can, from time to time, be routed over this arterial link although such traffic is usually sent to Wonderfontein where moves over the Coal Line direct. Unfortunately, TFR records do not indicate this routing so it is assumed that all such traffic, including chrome and ferrochrome is routed over the Coal Line.    

Transnet Freight Rail have recently changed Commodity descriptions and groupings. For example, Rock Phosphate is now described under the heading of “Mining of Chemical and Fertiliser Minerals: while “Wood and Wood Products” now cover Pulpwood, Sawn Timber, and Wood Chips.” This makes it difficult in some cases to make comparisons with earlier statistical data. Another heading is “Not Listed as a Commodity.” It appears that this is for commodities which the TFR statisticians have not identified in their data collection exercises.



	

	Commodity
	Fwd
	Received
	Intrastate
	Bridge
	Total
	Details 

	 
	Tons 
	Tons 
	Tons 
	Tons 
	Tons 
	Origins & Destinations 

	AGRICULTUAL

	9: MAIZE

	
	8 932
	
	
	
	8 932
	Carolina to Germiston

	
	2 376
	
	
	
	2 376
	Carolina via Machadodorp to Mozambique

	
	(2 376)
	
	
	
	2 376
	Lothair via Machadodorp to Mozambique

	
	
	
	(1 056)
	
	1 056
	Lothair via Machadodorp to Nelspruit

	Total
	13 684
	0
	(1 056)
	0
	14 740
	

	Total from stations on line
	11 308
	0
	0
	0
	11 308
	

	

	MINING

	18/67: COAL

	67
	700 986
	
	
	
	700 986
	MLS Droogvallei from Carolina  to RBCT

	67
	12 119
	
	
	
	112 119
	MLS Carolina via Ermelo to RBCT

	67
	1 809 739
	
	
	
	1 809 739
	MLS Tselentis-Spitskop from Voorslag to RBCT

	18
	
	
	6 985
	
	6 985
	MLS Tsl.-Spitskop from Voorslag to Ngodwana

	
	56 118
	
	
	
	56 118
	MLS Tsl.-Spitskop from Voorslag to Sezela

	
	147 573
	
	
	
	147 573
	MLS Tsl.-Spitskop from Voorslag to Mandini

	
	99 640
	
	
	
	99 640
	MLS Tsl.-Spitskop from Voorslag to Glrdhouw

	67
	52 655
	
	
	
	52 655
	MLS Northern Coal from Witrand to Mozambique

	67
	79 530
	
	
	
	79 530
	Carolina via Machadodorp to Mozambique

	Total
	2 958 370
	0
	6 985
	0
	3 065 345
	

	Total from stations on line
	2 958 370
	
	
	
	2 965 355
	

	

	MANUFACTURING

	38: WOOD AND WOOD PRODUCTS

	
	8 257
	
	
	
	8 257
	MLS Carolina to Richards Bay

	
	11 451
	
	
	
	11 451
	MLS Carolina via Machadodorp to Geduld

	
	2 847
	
	
	
	2 847
	Wildrand via Empangeni to Umkomaas

	
	36 744
	
	
	
	3 6744
	Wildrand via Empangeni to Mandini

	
	62 846
	
	
	
	62 846
	Wildrand to Richards Bay

	
	12 905
	
	
	
	12 905
	Wildrand to Ngodwana

	
	1 020
	
	
	
	1 020
	Machadodorp to Richards Bay

	
	
	
	62 526
	
	62 526
	Lothair via Machadodorp to Ngodwana

	
	(58 310)
	
	
	
	58 310
	Lothair via Ermelo to Richards Bay

	
	(3 326)
	
	
	
	3 326
	Lothair via Ermelo to Mandini

	
	(148 043)
	
	
	
	148 043
	Lothair to Geduld

	
	(4 046)
	
	
	
	4 046
	Lothair via Ermelo to Umkomaas

	
	
	480
	
	
	4 80
	Geduld to Wildrand

	
	
	35
	
	
	35
	Mandini to Wildrand

	
	
	
	
	(1 000)
	1 000
	Mkondo to Ngodwana

	Total
	349 795
	515
	62 526
	1 000
	413 836
	

	Total from and to stations on line
	136 070 
	515
	0
	0
	136 585
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	42: INDUSTRIAL CHEMICALS

	Total
	
	(50 390)
	
	
	50 390
	Phalaborwa via Ermelo and Davel to Trichardt

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	

	55: METAL PRODUCTS EXCLUDING MACHINERY

	Total
	0
	0
	120
	0
	120
	Carolina to Komatipoort

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	

	60: TRANSPORT EQUIPMENT

	Total
	0
	0
	280
	0
	280
	Ermelo to Lothair

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	

	48: NON-METALLIC MINERAL PRODUCTS

	
	(68)
	
	
	
	68
	Burgersfort to Shakaskraal

	
	(200)
	
	
	
	200
	Burgersdorp to Bayhead

	

	Total
	268
	0
	0
	0
	268
	

	Total from stations on line
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	

	

	Commodity Sector Details

	Agriculture: 1-17
	13 684
	
	1 056
	
	14 740
	

	Mining: 18-33, 67-69
	2 958 370
	0
	6 985
	
	3 065 345
	

	Manufacturing: 34-65
	349 795
	515
	62 526
	1 000
	413 836
	

	Container Traffic: 66
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	

	Total
	3 321 849
	515
	70 567
	1 000
	3 393 932
	

	

	
	Forwarded
	Received
	

	
	
	
	

	Total traffic over all or portions of the route
	3 393 932
	

	Traffic generated from stations on line to other provinces 
	123 472 
	-
	

	Traffic to and from Lothair branch
	281 283
	280
	

	Traffic generated from stations on line to Intrastate destinations
	7 105
	-
	

	Traffic received at stations on line (not including Intrastate)
	-
	515
	

	Traffic received at stations on line from Intrastate stations
	-
	0
	

	

	Selected Important Commodities on the section

	18/67: Coal
	2 958 370
	

	38: Wood and Wood Products
	413 836
	

	9: Maize
	14 740
	

	


Note: All line traffic is shown on Main line tables after it is forwarded from junction station
Final check and minor revisions, 31-11-2010
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